The purpose of this study is to investigate the communication skills of students in the School of Physical Education and Sports. Thisstudy is cross-sectional type. Population of the study composed of 500 students and entire population composed of 406 students. The independent variables were age, gender, department, grade, doing sports, maternal and paternal educational levels, whether the mother is the biological mother or not, and mother is alive or not, dependent variable was communication skill levels. In the study, socio-demographic characteristics and communication skills evaluation scale was used. Numbers, percentage, ANOVA, t-Test were used to evaluate the data. The participants, 57.6% were male, 57.1% were between 21-23 years old, 24.9% were seniors, 31.3% were in the teacher training department, 11.8% were doing sports. The students' mean scale score was 100.01±14.24. Statistically significant differences in communication skill levels were found between students in the sports management department who are licensed and doing sports regularly, and whose mothers are biological mothers and alive. The students' communication skill levels were high. The females' mean communication skills score was higher than male students. The communication skills of students whose mothers were alive and their biological mothers and who were doing sports were higher.
-1388 -Various elements affect communication, including the signs that the communicator uses, word selection and the surrounding environment. These elements are realized at the beginning of the communication process and start the interaction (Baltaş et al., 2007) .When there is a lack of good communication, people may feel isolated, like outsiders, or they may consider themselves unsuccessful in professional terms. If interpersonal skills are not learned, productivity and satisfaction, which are important for relationships, may be lost (Johnson, 1993) . The concept of communication needs to be investigated from the perspective of values in sports performance. The use of effective communication skills is an important factor that increases both athletes' performance and team performance (Abakay & Kuru, 2013) . In all occupations, a certain level of communication skills is important. In certain occupational groups, it is more important because their work is mainly based on relations between people (Dilekman et al., 2008) . Communication is quite important in occupations with human relations at the forefront but has less importance in technical occupationsthat do not require skill in human relations. In this respect, it is quite natural that people in different occupations have different communication skills (Akyurt et al., 2009) . The purpose of this study was to investigate the factors that affect the communication skills of the students in the School of Physical Education and Sports at Balıkesir University.
Materials and Methods
This cross-sectional study was conducted by means of face-to-face interviews with students in the School of Physical Education and Sports at Balıkesir University from January to June 2016.
Study Group
The population of this study was the students inthe School of Physical Education and Sports at Balıkesir University (n=500) in the 2015-2016 academic year. Balıkesir University is in northwestern Turkey. The research targeted the entire population without selecting a sample. Students who did not agree to participate in the study orskipped some survey items were excluded from the study (94 students, 18.8%), and the study was completed with 406 (81.2%) students.
Dependent and Independent Variables
The independent variables of this study were age, gender, department, level of income, doing sports, maternal and paternal levels of education, whether the mother is the biological mother or not, and whether the mother is alive or not. Its dependent variable was communication skills.
Procedures
The research data was collected using a socio-demographic characteristics formand the Evaluation of the Communication Skills Scale. The socio-demographic characteristics form asked the questions about age, gender, department, year of study, level of income, doing sports,maternal and paternal education levels, whether the mother is the biological mother or not, and whether father is the biological father or not. The Evaluation of the Communication Skills Scale (ECSS): This scale's validity and reliability study were done by Korkut (1996) . It is a 5-point Likert-type scale with25 items. The responses are: (5) always, (4) frequently, (3) sometimes, (2) rarely, and (1) never. No reverse coded items are included in the scale. The highest possible score is 125, and the lowest is 25. High scores indicate better communication skills. The Cronbach's alpha reliability coefficient of the scale was 0.80. In this study, it was 0.86.
Statistical Analysis
The data were analyzed using SPSS 20.0. The descriptive findings were analyzed using frequencies and percentages. The relationship between the dependent variable and socio-demographic variables were analyzed using the t-test, and the relationships between more than two groups were analyzed using ANOVA. The threshold for statistical significance was p<0.05.
Ethical Approval
In order to conduct the study, written and verbal consent was obtained from the administration of the School of Physical Education and Sports.
-1389 - Table 1 shows that, of the participants, 42.4% were females, 57.6%were males, and 20.4%were between the ages of 18 and 20. Of them, 57.1%were between the ages of 21-23, 19%were between the ages of 24 and 26, and 3.5%were 27 and above. Of the participants, 27.1%were freshmen, 23.9%were sophomores, 24.1%were juniors, and 24.9%were seniors. Of them, 34%were in the department of coaching education, 34.7%were in the department of sports management, and 31.3%were in the department of teaching. Of the participants, 19.5%were not doing sports, 11.8%were doing sports, 39.9%were licensed athletes, and 28.8%did not have licenses.Of the participants' mothers, 10.3% were not literate, 3.7% were literate, 37.2% had completed primary school, and 32%were high school graduates. Of them, 99% were biological mothers, 1% were step-mothers, 97.8% were alive, and 1.2% were deceased. Of the participants' fathers, 1.2% were not literate, 39% were literate, 32% were high school graduates. Table 2 shows that female students' mean communication skills score was (101.30±13.84), and the male students' mean communication skills score was (99.05±14.48). All the students' mean scale score was(100.01±14.24). Table 2 shows that there was no statistically significant difference in communication skill levels by gender or age (t:0.80 and P: 0.37), (F: 0.89 and P: 0.44). A statistically significant difference was found by department (p<0.05). The post hoc test found that this difference stemmed from the students in the department of management (F:7.82 and P: 0.00).
Results
There was no statistically significant difference in the students' communication skill levels byyear of study (F: 2.17 and P: 0.09). A statistically significant difference was found by involvement in sports (p<0.05). The post hoc test found that this difference was stemmed from the licensed students (F: 3.09 and P: 0.027). The biological mother variable made a statistically significant difference in the students' communication skills. The post hoc test found that this difference was stemmed from the students raised by their biological mothers (F: 4.52 and P: 0.034). A statistically significant difference was found in communication skills levels according to the living mothers variable (p<0.05). The post hoc test showed that this difference stemmed from the mothers' who were alive (F: 2.91 and P: 0.034).
Discussion and Conclusions

